
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (ESV) 
18 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do 
you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children's teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, 
declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; 
the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is 
mine: the soul who sins shall die. 25 “Yet you say, 
‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that 
are not just? 26 When a righteous person turns away 
from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall 
die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall 
die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from 
the wickedness he has committed and does what is 
just and right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he 
considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that he had committed, he shall 
surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel 
says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of 
Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that 
are not just? 30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house 
of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares 
the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast 
away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For 
I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares 
the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
 
Philippians 2:1-18 (ESV) 
2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 
obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 

much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.14 Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the 
midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast 
to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 
be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering 
upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad 
and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should 
be glad and rejoice with me. 
 
Matthew 21:23-37 (ESV) 
23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came up to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you 
doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask 
you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then 
I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? 
From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it 
among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I do these things.28 “What do you 
think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 
29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the 
other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I 
go, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him. And even when 
you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds 
and believe him. 33 “Hear another parable. There 
was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and 
put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and 
built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into 
another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his 
fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat 
one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he 
sent other servants, more than the first. And they did 
the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  
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In the Name of Jesus    
Theme of the Day ~ The Cross of Christ Opens to Us the Way of 
Repentance to Life with God.  The way of the Lord is righteous and just: 
“the soul who sins shall die” (Ezek. 18:4). However, because the Lord has 
“no pleasure in the death of anyone” (Ezek. 18:32), He calls sinners to 
repentance and faith in His gracious forgiveness of sins. The man who is 
thus turned away from his wickedness, who henceforth lives by the grace 
of God, “shall surely live; he shall not die” (Ezek. 18:28). This way of 
repentance has been opened for us by the cross of Christ. In the 
righteousness of faith and love, “he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death” (Phil. 2:8), and He was vindicated in His 
resurrection from the dead. Indeed, “God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name” (Phil. 2:9). He has 
given us this name in our Baptism into Christ, in whom we now “shine as 
lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15). He uses the authority that He has received 
from His Father (Matt. 21:23–27) to preach a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, by which even “the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
go into the kingdom of God” (Matt. 21:31–32). 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three P.184 

OPENING HYMN “For All the Faithful Women” 855 vv. 1, 8, 3-4 

SERMON HYMN “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” 589 

PLEDGES TO THE FLAG 

SERMON “What’s Behind the Question and the Answer?” Matthew 21:23-37 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 637 
 “God Loved the World So That He Gave” 571 
 “Christ the Eternal Lord” 829 
 “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” 857 

CLOSING HYMN “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 805 
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Pastor  Paul Hauser      Organist    Carolyn Laurenz 
Elders  Dale Rohde & Jack Traub A/V Paul Bohn 
Greeters Don & Bernice Beach Altar Guild Jeanne Kade 
Acolytes   Alyssa Carroll and Mckenna Kumar 
Ushers      Dave Hutfilz, Dave Little , Bob Burdick 

Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 100 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $3,856 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $3,945 = Loose Plate $108, Envelopes $3,197 
Mission $155, Maintenance $485;A/C $20. Door offering for Michigan Youth 
Challenge $285.75.  

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  Oct 6- Kathy Clapp; 
Oct 8 – Ruth Shields (her 87th); Oct 9- Suzanne Carroll, Don Schomaker (his 
83rd), Melvin Winslow (his 88th); Oct 12- Sarah Valliere. 

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but 
whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.” Proverbs 28:13 

Flowers have been placed on the altar in celebration of their 56th  
wedding anniversary by Bernie & Julayne Hutfilz.  

LWR Quilters have been very busy this past year and have made 135 quilts, 17 
baby quilts and put together 64 school bags. Thank you to all the ladies who 
made these quilts and to everyone who made this possible with your donations 
of fabric and funding. All efforts are greatly appreciated!   

Hurricane/Wildfire Relief ~ Donations are being accepted for natural disasters 
in Texas, Florida and the wild fires out west. Donation jars are in the narthex.                                                       

October is Clergy Appreciation month. Show Pastor Hauser and his family 
how much they are appreciated. Why not send a card or gift, take them 

to a meal, or some other nice thing you may think of. We do 
appreciate you Pastor Hauser and family!! 

LWML Fall Rally will be held Saturday, October 7 beginning at 8:30 am at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 4241 Williamson Rd. Bridgeport. Guest speaker Jen Bagnell 
from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation. Ingathering of School kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. Registration $6.  

Chicken Dinner ~ St. Peter Lutheran Church, Hemlock, will have their annual 
Chicken Dinner on Sunday, October 8, serving from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm in the 
school gymnasium, 2440 N. Rauchholz Road, Hemlock. Come and enjoy a delicious 
chicken dinner with all the trimmings; pie for dessert. Donations are: $9.00 for 
adults; $5.00 for children ages 5-12; ages 4 and under are free. Take-outs are 
available. Take-out parking and plenty of handicapped parking will be available.  


